Wedding Ceremony

[Entrance of Participants]

Officiant:  We are here today to witness the marriage of Michele Strawn and Jeremy Hart.  Finally.

I had no doubt that this day would come.  As her big brother, I've known Michele for her entire life.  There were times when I considered her a bit of a handful.  But those traits give her strength.  She's never been shy.  Everybody likes Michele.  She's fun and creative and always full of energy.  She's never been afraid to speak her mind and when she wants something, she goes out and gets it.

Which brings me to Jeremy, or Hart as some people affectionately call him.  From the moment I met him, I knew he was a good guy.  He's smart, a pleasure to be around, one heck of a hard worker, and a genuinely compassionate guy.  Everybody likes Hart.  He's one of those guys you know you can trust.  And I think he has the energy it will take to keep up with Michele.  I'm looking forward to being able to call him my brother.

Every time I see Michele and Jeremy together, I can see that they're in love.  More importantly, I can see that they're partners.  Falling in love is the easy part.  It often happens all on it's own, when you're least expecting it.  Love is the foundation of a good marriage.  But marriage is also a commitment, a true partnership.  For rich or poor, for sickness or in health, good times or bad, marriage is a promise that you will be there for your partner no matter what.

Hart, if you marry Michele, I'm afraid you'll have to put in 60% of the effort.  Michele, if you marry Hart, I'm afraid you will have to put in 60% of the effort.  At least that's how it may feel sometimes.  That's why you're making this commitment, because your love for each other is more important than anything else.  You are promising that you will be there for each other, no matter what.

Marriage may be difficult at times but it will also be wonderful.  You'll have someone that loves you despite your flaws.  Someone you can laugh and play with, someone you can share your secrets with.  Someone you'll miss when they're away, someone you'll want to be with all day long.  You'll have someone that will be there for you, no matter what.

To marry is to form an equal partnership, tied together by the bonds of emotion and love.  It is at the same time both the most fragile of relationships and the strongest.  Fragile because it requires exactly the right mix of freedom and interdependence, of caring and of sharing, of being together and of being alone.  But it is strong because it involves the unseen forces of something we call love — mutual devotion, concern for the happiness of the other, joy in each other’s company.  For there is no stronger force involving human relationships than this silent bond of love. 

Officiant:  Will the family of the bride please stand.

Officiant:  With whom do you come and whose blessings accompany you?

Bride’s Father: I come with my daughter Michele, and my family’s blessings accompany me.

Officiant:  Will the family of the groom please stand. 

Officiant:  With whom do you come and whose blessings accompany you?

Groom’s Father:  I come with my son Jeremy, and my family’s blessings accompany me.

Officiant:  Thank you.  You may be seated. 

Officiant:  Hart, is there someone here who can speak of your qualities that will make you a good husband?

Jeremy:  Yes, my best man, Timothy Bullard.

Officiant:  Tim, what qualities does Hart possess that will strengthen his marriage? 

Tim:  [state Jeremy’s qualities]
Officiant:  Michele, is there someone here who can speak of your qualities that will make you a good wife?

Michele:  Yes, one of my maids of honor, Lynn Klankowski.

Officiant:  Lynn, what qualities does Michele possess that will strengthen her marriage?

Lynn:  [state Michele’s qualities]
Officiant:  If any here have a reason or question as to why these two should not be married, please speak now.

Danielle:  I would speak.  Do they like each other?  Do they love each other without reservations?

Officiant:  Do you?

Jeremy & Michele:  We do

Diane:  I would speak.  Do they have the will to argue?  The will to air their problems and reconcile their differences?

Officiant:  Do you?

Jeremy & Michele: We do.

Mark:  I would speak.  Do they have the will to stay honest and open with each other at all times?

Officiant:  Do you?

Jeremy & Michele: We do.

Trent:  I would speak.  Do they share their thoughts and ideas, their hopes and dreams, their fears and burdens?

Officiant:  Do you?

Jeremy & Michele:  We do.

Officiant:  Unless there any other concerns, let us proceed.

Officiant:  Now we will hear a few special blessings from friends and family.

Eloise “Ma Ta” Hart:  [blessing]
Veronica Hart:  [blessing]

Jessica Hart:  [ poem + blessing]
James Strawn:   [oration & push-ups]

Dede Strawn:  [Lord’s Prayer]
Officiant:  Will the mothers of these two please come forward and join your children.

Officiant:  Catherine did you bring some of the earth from your son’s childhood?

Catherine:  Yes I did.

Officiant:  Carolyn did you bring some of the earth from your daughter’s childhood?

Carolyn:  Yes I did.

Officiant:  Please give these vessels to your child.

Officiant:  Michele, Jeremy, these two vessels are your pasts.  In marriage, you do not lose yourself, you add something new, a relationship, the capacity to merge into one another without losing sight of your individual self.  Together, fill the third vessel leaving some sand in each of your own original vessels.

[pour sand]
Officiant:  From the earliest times, the wedding ring has been a symbol of completeness, a symbol of eternal love.  An unbroken and never ending circle symbolizes a commitment of love that is also never ending.  When you give someone a wedding ring, it is a symbol of your eternal love.  Hart, Michele, do you wish to make such a gift?

Officiant:  Jeremy, take Michele’s hand and repeat after me.

Michele, I give you this ring as a symbol of my love for you. 

Let it remind you always of my eternal love.

You are my beloved bride.

I marry you today with this ring

as I commit to you my trust, my friendship, and my heart.

[repeat for Michele]

Officiant:  You have answered the concerns and received blessings from many of those that are close to you.  You have declared your love for each other and promised your commitment to this marriage.  You have exchanged rings as a symbol of your love for one another before all present here today.  There’s only one thing left to do.

Jeremy Hart, do you take Michele Strawn to be your wife;  to love her and comfort her, to honor and cherish her, to be faithful and committed to her, in sickness and in health, for as long as you both shall live?

Michele Strawn, do you take Jeremy Hart to be your husband;  to love him and comfort him, to honor and cherish him, to be faithful and committed to him, in sickness and in health, for as long as you both shall live?

In accordance with the laws of this land, it is my great pleasure to pronounce you husband and wife.

Hart, you may kiss the bride.

[applause]

Lynn reads: Now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter to the other.  Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth to the other. Now there is no more loneliness.  Go now unto your dwelling place, to enter into the days of your togetherness.  And may your days be good and long upon the earth.

Officiant: [To Audience]  It is with great pleasure that I present to you, Jeremy and Michele Hart.

[Exit of Participants]  [Bubbles]

